a part of my nephew's debts. He has written to me from Bristol for ten pound which I have sent him in a bank note enclosed he has also drawn upon me by one Mr. Oclonogh for ten pound more, the balance therefore having paid his servant maid, as likewise one or two trifles more remains with me. As he will certainly have immediate and pressing occasion for the rest when he arrives I beg youl remit the rest to me and I will take care to see it applied in the most proper manner. He has talked to me of a matrimonial scheme. If that could take place all would soon be well. I am Dear Sir your affection Kinsman and humble servant
OLIVER GOLDSMITH.
Be pleased to answer this directly
llr Thomas Bond Attorney in Montrath Street Dublin
Little definite is known respecting William Hodson. He was the son of Daniel Hodson and Catherine, Goldsmith's second sister (vide p. 19). Cradock says he practised as an apothecary in Newman Street; and it is further alleged of him that he once paid a small debt with an undrawn lottery ticket which came up a prize of ^20,000. In 1807, according to Dr. Strean, his son, Oliver Goldsmith Hodson, had succeeded to the paternal estate. The Dr. Hunter, mentioned at p. 204, is probably Dr. William Hunter; and the closing lines of the second letter (p. 205) tend to confirm the belief that Goldsmith never re-visited Ireland after he left it in 1752.